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woman will be indulging in repeated offence under the Act and on
whom, no measure of punishment would be of any avail.
(vi)   Women witnesses in search proceedings :
Section 15 which deals with search in sub-section (2)
provides that before making a search under sub-section (1) the
Special Police Officer shall call upon two or more respectable
inhabitant, one of whom atleast shall be a woman of the locality in
which the place to be searched is situated, to attend and witness
the search and may issue an order in writing to them or any of them
so to do.
(vii)  Protective homes:
Section 21 of the Act prohibits that no protective home shall
be maintained except with a licence. This is an ample check against
the establishment of homes which are really the dens for prostitution.
The Courts of law often come across instances where protective
homes maintained by the individual with a licence from the
appropriate authority indulged in unsocial activities.
A glance at the aforesaid provisions of the Act would only
reveal that the Act suffers from several weaknesses even in meeting
its desired object of suppressing commercialised prostitution. A
single woman may run a brothel without any fear of the grip of the
Act. Prostitutes may take cover under 'intercourse for pleasure'
by establishing that they do not make a living thereof. Person's
visiting the brothels, if not within 200 yards of a public place, are
not punishable at all. Again permission to run licensed protective
homes is defeating the very purpose of the Act. Writing in the
Illustrated Weekly of India32 under the title 'The Other Bombay',
Mr. F. D. Colaaba Wala gives revealing factors about the working
of the Act. He says there are about 7,000 prostitutes in cages and,
10,000 in numbered houses; more than 700 singing girls, 1000
eunuchs, 15,00(5 pimps and 10,000 vars (protectors). These are
the statistics of a single city of the country, which is fortunately or
unfortunately 'The Gateway of India'.
32.    Vol. xciii -19, dated 7-5-1972, p.41.